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Bauer, Florence Marvyne. Behold Your King. Bobbs- 


Merrill. Aug. 17, 1945. 408p. $2.75. 


Behold Your King may not achieve the immediate the 
permanent success that has kept The Robe the best 
seller lists, yet more authentic religious novel, 
more accurate historical novel, and far more digni- 
fied and reverent than The Robe any the second-rate 
imitations that have appeared since. (Cf. Hartley, The 
Way, Best Sellers, Nov. 1944; Robey, The Innovator, 
Best Sellers, Mar. 1945.) 


The center the story Jonathan, young Jew the 
Western Dispersion, whose arrival Jerusalem coincides 
with the preaching John the Baptist the Jordan. The 
theme the story the impact the words, deeds, and 
Person Jesus Christ Jonathan and Joseph 
Arimathea, with whom Jonathan lives. Jonathan not 
less sincere than Joseph his acceptance Jewish tradi- 
tion and law, but more liberal, reason his early 
education Alexandria, and his outlook not obstructed 
the rigid interpretations the law taught the 
Pharisees. adopted son and heir Joseph, Jonathan 
first accompanies his uncle when Joseph goes member 
investigating committee interrogate John the 
Baptist. Later, since Joseph’s holdings are concentrated 
Galilee, Jonathan has opportunity mingle with the 
first disciples Christ and near Caparnaum, eye- 
witness the raising Jairus’ daughter, becomes disci- 
ple (one the seventy-two). His soul stirred from the 
very first meeting with Christ silent meeting the 
occasion the first cleansing the Temple), and gradu- 
ally comes accept Christ, first prophet, then, 
more slowly, the Messiah, and finally, and very reluc- 
tantly, Son God. His public avowal his faith 
brings about temporary rupture with Joseph, who, 
though has recognized John inspired prophet, 


finds impossible reconcile the actions Christ with 
the law propounded the Pharisees. Only the 
eve the Passion does Joseph finally submit the truth 
that has been resisting from the beginning. 


This the theme the story broadest outline. Many 
others appear the story, too numerous mention. 
minor theme, the love Jonathan and Elizabeth, car- 
ried with excellent taste and restraint. History and fiction 
have been woven together expertly. Seldom violence 
done the Gospel dialogues making them part the 
narrative. There appreciation the true cause 
the conflict between Christ and the Pharisees, and between 
Christ and the multitude deceived was hopes 
temporal and political Messiah. dramatic and 
finely emotional scene, the confusion the Pharisees and 
their sullen anger the responses John the Baptist 
powerfully portrayed. The sabbath controversy be- 
tween Christ and the Pharisees, and their indignation 
His declared power forgive sins, appear their true 
implications: the first that Christ claims authority 
perfect the law and purify its impossible restric- 
tions; the second that claiming this power 
making Himself equal God. addition the false 
messianic expectations the Jewish people, colored 
they were the political degradation the nation, are 
shown influencing both the multitude and the Apostles. 
The character Bar Abbas, false messiah predicating 
his claim the overthrow Roman power, over- 
drawn. Certainly not convincing departure from 
factual history. 


The Person Christ viewed through the eyes Jona- 
than, Joseph, Jairus, the Apostles. The full significance 
His words, His actions, His Person penetrates very 
slowly their understanding. They accept Him pro- 
phet first; then Messiah, confusing the political and 
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the religious issue; and only the end, and then not 
daring give words their thoughts, the Son God. 
this final confession one might perhaps ask for surer 
touch and more definite statement. would seem 
though the author herself were party the hesitation 
that afflicted the characters her story. 


There some vagueness, too, dealing with the miracles 
Christ. The miracles are not argued out existence 
(as The Robe); rather the confusion has with the 
power working miracles. This power seems 
attributed quality faith, and faith the context 
ing the disciples before the second missionary journey, 
Christ made say: “Your power will accordance 
with your faith” (p. 262). would seem further that 
their success failure performing miracles depended 
the presence absence conviction that they really 
had the power within themselves. Jonathan himself cures 
infant when his faith strong (p. 319), and fails when 
his mind fixes the fragility and weakness Hannah, 
Joseph’s wife (p. 337). These passages indicate least 
confusion the meaning faith. 


One other ambiguity should mentioned. The confes- 
sion Peter (cf. Gospel Matthew, 16/16) accepted 
Christ and ascribed revelation from Father 
heaven” (p. The author then abandons the literal 
text the sequel say: “And tell you that you are 
Peter, meaning rock, and the rock your confession 
will build Church...” This departure from 
the text the Gospel the more noticeable because 
the exception. 


These ambiguities not alter the development the 
plot nor are they important for the final outcome. The 
most satisfying feature this novel religious novel 
its dignity and reverence. The author respects her Sub- 
ject and recognizes that even fictionalized treatment 
the life Christ demands proper respect. The finest 
achievement the book fiction the development 
the character Joseph Arimathea. One cannot but 
admire his nobility heart and mind, and feel deep 
sympathy with him the conflict that tears his soul. His 
final capitulation the confession that has been wilful 
blindness that has kept him from accepting Christ the 
Son God, superb emotional climax. 


recommend this book all, and particularly the 
many who have acclaimed The Robe. 
Charles Denecke, 


University Scranton 


Literary Guild---September Selection 


Costain, Thomas The Black Rose. Doubleday. Aug. 
23, 1945. 403p. $3.00. 


Between Roger Bacon medieval England and Bayan 
the Hundred Eyes Mongolia and far Cathay lies quite 
gap but Thomas Costain manages bridge his 
latest novel, tale adventure and romance the latter 
part the thirteenth century with the action moving 
from England China and then back England for 
the grand finale. 


Learning his father’s death and shortly after having 
been involved town-gown brawl, Walter Gurnie, 
illegitimate son Rauf, Earl Lessford, forsakes his 
studies and leaves Oxford company with Tristram 
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yeoman parentage, returning his Saxon 
grandfather’s land-poor home Gurnie. The Earl’s wife 
has climaxed cruel career killing certain yeomen 
while imprisoning and torturing their wives and children, 
his father’s funeral Walter and Tristram lead at- 
tack Saxon yeomen rescure the imprisoned women 
and children. fear discovery Walter and Tristram 
fly London were Walter collects inheritance from 
his father. While Oxford had attended lecture 
Roger Bacon and had become enthused over the 
predictions concerning gunpowder, the telescope and the 
compass. From Bacon also had learned far Cathay 
and thus determined that, must flee from England, 
would Cathay, there verify Bacon’s predictions 
while earning fame and fortune that would enable him 
return and marry the fair Engaine Tressling who 
had always spurned Walter favor the “main chance”, 
whoever might be. 


Antioch Walter and Tristram, facilitate the journey, 
take service with Anthemus, grasping merchant, who 
sending caravan, under Bayan’s protection, gift 
fifty beautiful girls Kublai Khan, Emperor Mongolia. 
Bayan the Hundred Eyes, famous Mongol general, has 

een summoned the Khan lead attack China. 
Among the girls Maryam, half-sister Anthemus, 
daughter English yeoman crusader and exotically 
lovely. Walter and Tristram help Maryam escape but, 
when plans awry, are forced carry her with them, 
hiding her their tent disguised slave 
Maryam falls love with Walter but his attachment 
Engaine blinds him her infatuation. the journey 
Walter becomes protege Bayan. When Maryam’s 


disguise discovered Walter engineers ruse whereby 


misleads Bayan’s army while Maryam and Tristram 
escape into China. For this Walter must undergo the 
punishment the Rope Walk but escapes with his life 
impress the peace party with Bayan’s power and the 
futility opposition. spreads Bayan’s propaganda 
successfully until seized the empress and her war 
luxury and showered with gifts. reunited with 
Maryam and Tristram and, realizing his love last, mar- 
ries Maryam. For short while they live bliss until 


the desperate peace party spirits Walter and Tristram 


aboard ship, sending them far from Cathay. Maryam 


misses the ship and lost. 


When returns England Walter finds the ancient 


Saxon Gurnie estate turned into thriving mercantile 
establishment and Engaine married 
the legitimate Earl Lessford. adds paper manu- 
factory Gurnie (he had learned the secrets paper, 
gunpowder, compass and cannon but had lost 
notes) and believing Maryam lost beyond recall settles 
down enjoy his newly acquired wealth. But Tristram 
becomes involved again the Saxon struggle against 
Norman tyranny and, when the young Earl Lessford, 
Engaine’s husband, assassinated flees the woods, 
maining sturdy symbol Saxon independence until 
dies from exposure. Engaine, set free, turns her atten- 
tion the newly desirable Walter and begins enrope 
him her meshes. Meanwhile Maryam, knowing only 
the English words Walter and London, begins with her 
infant son perilous and adventure-strewn journey 
search Walter. Walter deciding marry Engaine 
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when, during audience with the King, Edward the 
Just, during which the king knights him and promises 
redress Saxon grievances, learns that Maryam 
London. rushes find her and the story ends 
happy note. 


Mr. Costain has written action-packed and thrilling 
tale adventure and romance. has rendered some- 
what awkward including obsolete and cant terms but 
nevertheless easily readable and interesting. However 
the historical background, against which builds the 
story, extremely superficial and possibly misleading. 
has not succeeded the atmosphere the 
England those days. has slanted his story in- 
clude struggle for freedom against tyranny which 
His description 
medieval university falls far short reality and again 
superficial. treats very briefly the career Roger 
Bacon from the standpoint Protestant history which 
regards that worthy friar persecuted church. Sex 
treated somewhat freely but there nothing grossly 
objectionable. all the nature his story such 
that action and romance are paramount importance 
with historical material being used only background, 
very incomplete the book viewed 
solely entertainment reading without reference its 
historical superficiality there seems nothing that would 
render unsuitable for adult readers. 


Downes, Anne Miller. Heartwood. Aug. 


22, 1945. vii, 283p. $2.50. 


This story Vermont mountain and village life traces the 
conflict between duty and desire the person Sam 
Crocker. Sam was born the hills, his mother dying 
when was child, his father marrying again, then 
deserting his second wife and even his three sons. Walter 
runs away, Edgar kills himself, but Sam stays with his 
stepmother until rescued from her cruelty the 
loose and slatternly (but charitable) Sate Wicks. Toward 
Sate and her daughter Lin (really her foster daughter, 
develops) Sam feels passionately grateful. Lin falls 
love with Sam, but his feeling toward her merely one 
protectiveness and affection. 


Determined improve himself, Sam goes the village 
school and, with the devoted assistance his Aunt Seba 
Burton, prepares himself for college. soon love 
with Dorothy White, daughter the local preacher, and 
she with him, but Sam’s devotion Lin’s welfare causes 
estrangement. After year Yale Sam feels 
obliged give his schooling and take job because 
his mountain kinfolk need his help, least thinks 
they do. foolishly marries Lin, although still love 
with the absent live for time distant 
town where Sam works, and child born them. 
Later returns with Lin and the baby his mountain 
home, the possession which has with difficulty con- 
tested and won from his stepmother. 


Sam’s devotion his “duty” sometimes hard dis- 
tinguish from plain interference with other people’s busi- 
ness: his stepmother, furious being longer the head 
the house, kills herself; her son Jake, who was prac- 
tically bribed leave the place, buys horse with the 
money and while race nearby loses control and Lin 
run over and killed. She might have been happily settled 


Downes Hatcher 


New York with job artists’ model, but Sam had 
objected this. His sense duty again. Lin’s death 
proves convenient all around, because gets the author 
the story out hopeless impasse and enables Sam 
marry Dorothy—which would have done long ago 
hadn’t been slave duty. 


There particular point all. Much talk forests 
and the wonder trees occurs, and Sam’s work concerns 
wood, but this theme never developed sufficiently 
form substantial basis for 280-page narrative. None 
the too numerous characters particularly convincing, 
and the style often mannered, but there harm 
the book for any reader who may want try might 
appeal admirers the late Harold Bell Wright. 
Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington 


Hatcher, Harlan. Lake Erie. Bobbs-Merrill. 
1945. 416p. $3.50. 


The Great Lakes waited for hundreds thousands, not 
millions years, for the completion their biographies 
under the direction Milo Quaife, the American 
Lake Series. The undertaking now complete, with the 
publication Lake Erie Harlan Hatcher, already 
known many readers who profited much from his re- 
cently published book, The Great Lakes. The general 
treatment accorded the lakes whole that volume 
here gives way detailed examination all the material 
pertinent Lake Erie alone. every way the book 
justifies the high hopes those who had read the general 
treatment, and who wanted know more about lake 
which has profoundly influenced the development 
the nation. 


The story begins with the discovery the lake Louis 
Jolliet 1669, and ends with the launching Lorain, 
Ohio, ocean going war ships for World War 
two chapters, some with such intriguing titles “Three 
Flags Over Detroit”, “Storms and Hazards”, “Under- 
ground Ontario”, and “Cleveland Iron Men” tell the 
story discovery, settlement, warfare the area, 
the growth industry, and the lake fleets. They tell 
good days and bad the shallow lake, the most 
treacherous the five, and the life that found 
today its bustling south shore and also its less busy 
Canadian shore. The contrast between the Lake Erie 
the seventeenth century and the lake today well 
exemplified the difference between Salle’s Griffin 
1679, which was sixty feet length and the first ship 
sail the lake, and the mammoth ore carriers today, 
some them over 600 feet long and each them capable 
carrying 18,000 tons. 


Because the strategic importance Detroit, was 
natural that Lake Erie became focal point struggle 
during the War Americans have never 
been able take much satisfaction from the embarrassing 
campaign General Hull the Detroit area 1812, 
they point with pride the accomplishments Oliver 
Perry the following year, when the latter gained control 
the lake. The author presents this old story fresh 
and vigorous account, and fittingly terminates with 
Perry’s laconic report the battle which greatly advanced 
the American cause that area: “We have met the 
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enemy and they are ours”. Even military com- 
munique, that report will always rank high among brief 
summaries. 


Many readers will particularly impressed the chap- 
ter “Storms and Hazards”. Because its shallow depth, 
Lake Erie noted for the severe storms which develop 
there when gales whip down from the north. Then, too, 
many the earlier steamships were not too sound struc- 
turally; proper fire prevention measures were not always 
taken; the reefs were not always well marked, and even 
when known, the captain was often unable keep his 
ship from running aground during storm. western 
Lake Erie navigation especially hazardous; the least 
deviation from the course some areas may spell de- 
struction for the ship and perhaps for the crew and 
passengers. Between 1878 and 1898, over 6,000 ships 
were wrecked. More than 400 were lost the past 
twenty years, but due many precautions the record has 
improved such extent recent years that 1941 
the Lake Carriers’ Association could report that loss 
had been sustained any its members. Certain 
storms have been especially disastrous; among the worst 
history were the November storms 1913 and 1940. 
each those, the loss life and property was stag- 
gering. 


Brief but very informational sketches are given the 
more important cities the lake. The author has visited 
all them, and writes with the familiarity one uses when 
referring old friends. The men who made the cities 
grow importance are also sketched, sometimes detail, 
sometimes briefly. Such accounts, for example, are given 


Rathbun, Beals, and Palmer, names which mean little 
today Buffalo, but which earlier years carried great 


weight. These men were spectacular, but Buffalo itself 
was spectacular city hundred years ago, when the in- 
dividuals mentioned were the height their influence. 
Palmer, for example, millionaire, was not satisfied with 
his mansion, and accordingly built full-rigged ship 
that might name after his wife, Julia. Some years 
later Palmer died poorhouse and was buried public 
expense. Such were the changes nineteenth century 
Lake Erie history, and such the interesting material 
which this book composed. the other books the 
series (three more volumes other American lakes are 
now preparation) will maintain the high standards set 
those devoted telling the story the Great Lakes, 
they may well recommended, this one is, every 
type reader. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph. D., 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Hackett, Alice Payne. Fifty Years Best Sellers, 1895- 
1945. Bowker. 1945. 140p. $3.00. 


The reviewer who approaches this book semi-philo- 
sophical spirit, attempting definition the term under 
discussion, will immediately run into difficulty for 
objective definition seems impossible. Mr. Melcher his 
Foreword tells that these are “not necessarily the best 
books but the books that people liked that must 
added the modification that the best sellers seem 
the books that the booksellers seventy one hundred 
cities reported the people having liked best. This im- 
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mediately puts one step removed from the prime source 
information which the publishers’ cumulated reports 
their sales. Just cite one major instance: the sales 
the Merriam-Webster New International and the Col- 
legiate dictionaries undoubtedly exceed those many 
the 150 titles the list books having sold 500,000 
more copies. Yet the publisher has not released figures; 
ergo, listing. 


Miss Hackett’s prime purpose has been assemble facts 
(p. rather than interpret trends. Undoubtedly this she 
has done the limit her ability and the willingness 
the publishers furnish data. The facts are assembled 
four forms: 


year-by-year list best sellers from 1895 
“From 1895 through 1911 these lists are based upon The 
Bookman’s monthly reports. Since during that period the 
stores did not list fiction and non-fiction separately, fiction 
rose the top; amazingly enough non-fiction title ap- 
peared any list compiled for those seventeen years. 
From 1912 on, the lists are those compiled each year 
The Publishers’ Weekly and Books the Month (now 
Bowker Book Guides); these annual lists are based upon 
the monthly lists published both periodicals. The 
method preparing The Publishers’ Weekly lists 
general the same that originally used The Bookman, 
except that between and 100 representative bookstores 
send reports, instead The Bookman’s 30” 


(p. 2-3). 


Each these annual lists followed historical com- 
ment the outstanding events that year, then slight 
analysis the “best-sellers” that year. 


“vertical list” (in distinction the yearly 
zontal” lists), listing total sales the leading titles from 
1880 (sic!) 1945. this list appear number 
titles whose monthly sales were not sufficient give 
rating the annual lists but whose cumulated sales 
brought them total sale 500,000 copies, the figure 
arbitrarily chosen the base. This “vertical” list com- 
pensates somewhat for the deficiencies inherent relying 
solely booksellers reports. The leader the list 
total sales Charles Monroe Sheldon’s His 
some indication the importance attached “best- 
sellers” that the author not listed the Encyclopedia 
Britannica. 


This vertical list then reshuffled into “Alphabeti- 
cal List American Best Sellers 1945” which the 
arrangement title. think that arrangement 
this list author would have been far more effective and 
indicative trends for then could see glance how 
many titles Gene Stratton Porter, Harold Bell Wright, 
Ellery Queen, Zane Grey, Erle Stanley Gardner had 
appeared. true that some this author analysis 
elsewhere, e.g., the subject analysis Westerns 
authors instead titles. might also point out 
here the omission any sort alphabetical general index 
the book. 


The subject analysis the best sellers grouped 
under the headings Bible, Comic Books, Cook Books, 
Cross Word Puzzles, Detective Stories, Dictionaries, Dime 
Novels, Etiquette, Government Publications, Income Tax 
Books, Juveniles, Poetry, Religious Books, Shakespeare, 
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Textbooks, War Books and Westerns. This section 
quite informative. The analysis “Religious Books” and 
“Bibles” omits completely any Catholic works; undoubt- 
edly the Stedman missals have sold well the New 
Book Common Prayer while the new Confraternity 
Christian Doctrine edition the New Testament (St. 
Anthony Guild Press) has far outsold the Goodspeed 
translation. Father Lasance’s prayerbooks and the various 
Fathers Callan and McHugh would find place 
Catholic manuals had received recognition. Among older 
would appear Gibbons’ Faith Our Fathers (Mur- 
phy and now Kenedy) and Conway’s Question Box 
(Paulist Press), each which has sold least 3,000,000 


copies. 


Confirming the analysis made “Best Sellers 1944” 
(Catholic Library World, Jan. 1945), relatively few pub- 
lishers (less than fifty) have issued the 150 big best sellers. 
This tendency shows even more the reprint field. 
The New York Times Book Review for Aug. 26, 1945 
reports that the 145 (sic!) books that have sold over 
500,000 copies, ninety-seven have been published Gros- 
set Dunlap popular-priced reprints. 


Even though don’t think that Years Best 
Sellers gives “the answers all the questions that man- 
agers, clerks and customers have been asking about best 
for many years”, claimed Bowker advertise- 
ment, yet provides interesting data. Its faults, which 
can hardly avoided, are that its facts are largely from 
bookstore reports; thus omitting many classics sold sub- 
sets, Harvard Classics and the works 
Mark Twain (whose Adventures Tom Sawyer appears 
the cover jacket yet does not receive mention); works 
sold direct mail campaigns; textbooks sold directly 
schools; and reference books, e.g., dictionaries, encyclo- 
pedias, etc. While juveniles are included, would seem 
that many are omitted, e.g., the series. Despite these 
limitations Miss Hackett has collected treasury facts 
and has assembled them usable form. The price 
$3.00 seems quite high, even these days, for work 
140 pages offering unusual manufacturing distribu- 
tion difficulties. Recommended for anyone who has 
interest bibliography. 


Casey, Robert This Where Came In. 
Merrill. July 27, 1945. 307p. $3.00. 


This Where Came Robert Casey’s narrative 
what saw and heard home and abroad, and be- 
hind the battle fronts, between the afternoon May, 
1940, when stood hill near Longwy watched 
the terrible armor Germany roll into France” and the 
day September, 1944, when stood the same hill 
and watched “broken columns German tanks and in- 
fantry” sullenly retreating before the American advance. 
Fifty-two months good imitation hell this 
earth has far seen staged intervened—and Mr. Casey, 
war correspondent, saw least his full share 
the infernal pageant. 


Bobbs- 


From London, which the Luftwaffe was gayly blitzing, 
Khartoum and Cairo; back Washington with pair 
damaged legs; out Pearl Harbor and the Pacific (Mr. 
Casey has elsewhere told the story his Pacific adventur- 
ing); return London 1943; trip with convoy 


Casey Peattie 


Gibraltar; thence Algiers and meeting with the in- 
credible (but very real) “Mike the Commando” Annun- 
ziato, originally Brooklyn; Bari and rendezvous 
with bombs; back London await D-Day—such, 
short, was Mr. Casey’s itinerary during the events de- 
scribed the introductory portion his present book. 


Part Two Mr. Casey comes his outstanding achieve- 
ment—a masterly one-man view the great Allied in- 
vasion Normandy and what followed: the bitter 
battle the hedgerows, heartbreaking losses and delays, 
almost miraculous success, the vicious German counter- 
thrust and its failure, and, finally, personal return 
Longwy, watch the Germans backtracking for their 
Fatherland and say: “This where came in”. 


This Where Came Mr. Casey has written, the 
present reviewer believes, his best book date. His 
account the reconquest France brilliant piece 
more than good journalism. 
good literature. the midst world-shaking triumphs 
and catastrophies, Mr. Casey has seen first the human 
actors the scene—seen them, not the mass, but 
individual persons with individual traits; and has 
known how make them live before his readers they 
lived about himself. 


This Where Came ought heartily enjoyed 
all readers except the very youngest. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Peattie, Donald Immortal Village. Univ. 
Chicago Press. Aug. 13, 1945. xxiv, $2.75. 


The village Vence, Provence, situated the hills 
above Cagnes and the Mediterranean. extraordinary 
event that happened there, special quality the village 
itself, justifies the description immortal. Its immortality 
typical, for Vence the author type all those 
cities men that are destroyed again and again and refuse 
die. Pre-historic man, primitive man, the Nerusii, the 
Greek, the Roman, the Arab, the Visigoth, all these have 
come Vence their turn, bringing trade strife 
destruction, and all have departed; and all have left traces 
their coming and going. the life western Europe 
through the ages here, all the mightier movements— 
Renaissance and Reformation, the spread Greek culture, 
the building Roman roads, the cataclysm and the fresh 
blood the barbarian invasions—expressed the daily 
doings and dealings one village and her neighbors” 
(p. ix, The immortality Vence does not rest the 
indestructibility her material structure, but the in- 
destructibility the human spirit. The same story might 
have been told any other city town the Medi- 
terranean basin, but happened that the author lived 
Vence and was merely visitor elsewhere. 


The written documents recorded history and the 
even more revealing records ruins and landscapes and 
legends furnish the sources this biography village. 
and near Vence have been uncovered some the 
earliest records the race, relics the obscure dawn 
civilization. The biography begins, therefore, with 
imaginative reconstruction the neolithic age and 
Neanderthal man. Here the Ligurians neolithic people) 
and the Gauls (coming down from the north) mingled 
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their blood form the local tribe the Nerusii, whose 
principal city was Vence. Phoenician traders, and later 
traders from Phocaea Greece, were the first intrude 
upon the isolation the Nerusii. Roman conquest fol- 
lowed, and Vence became village Roman Gaul. Even 
today there are traces these beginnings, the Greek 
penetration customs, legends and festivals, and the 
Roman ascendancy inscriptions, monuments and the 
narrow mountain path that was once known the Via 
Julia. The Christianization Roman Gaul added saints 
the heroes earlier day. The Visigoth horde 
stormed from Italy, the Christian Burgundians came 
down and conquered Provence; Arian Christians their 
turn laid seige the city, turned back bloodlessly 
the bishop-saint Vence, Veranus. The Lombards 
came and conquered; the Arabs crossed the Mediter- 
ranean, and for almost 200 years Vence was under Saracen 
rule. Yet Vence conquered all its conquerors. 


The history Vence sketched through the early and 
late Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the Reformation, down 
the early nineteenth century. miniature history 
Europe, history battles, and controversies, both 
political and religious, and survival. Unknown for- 
gotten leaders the past come life the story unfolds. 
addition the book rich that type nature descrip- 
tion that one expects from the pen Donald Culross 
Peattie. 


The book has only one weakness: evinces lack 
sympathy and understanding with much that necessarily 
part the history village that was and Catholic. 
Commenting the bitterness the Jansenist contro- 
versies, the author admits: confess that American 
and essentially protestant mind cannot weigh these mat- 
ters with much hope justice” (p. greater effort 
understand might have avoided such obvious mistakes 
mentioning the Annunciation one the stations 
the Cross. Did have deeper understanding Liturgy 
surely would not assume continuity between pagan 
rites and Christian worship. These are simply misunder- 
standings, however, not deliberate misrepresentations, and 
obvious that they will harm. 


Charles Denecke, 


University Scranton 


* * * 


Stong, Phil. Marta Muscovy. Doubleday. July 
$2.50. 


the beginning the eighteenth century the Russian 
Bear, for the first time, poked rather large and inquisitive 
snout into the affairs Europe. That curiously sniffling 
snout was Peter the Great, the czar whose defeat 
Charles XII Sweden together with the development 
strong centralized power Russia presented Europe 
with new series problems and new shift the bal- 
ance power. Peter’s course history familiar one 
but less that his second wife who, Catherine 
the first empress, ruled after Peter’s death. Mr. Stong 
here presents his version her career and her role the 
development Peter’s Russia. The jacket blurb calls 
this “story passion, politics and great personalities” 
but seems Mr. Stong’s attempt show how the 
empress aided carrying out Peter’s plans for the de- 
velopment Russia. 


Best SELLERs 


Born Marta Skavronski Livonian peasant cabin, she 
was reared German Lutheran pastor. eighteen 
she became Russian booty when the Swedes were driven 
from her country and was purchased Marshal Shere. 
metiev from corporal for the equivalent fifty cents, 
The dissolute but clever Prince Menshikov, one Peter’s 
proteges, acquired her from the Marshal and the 
turn, acquired her from the Prince. Thus mistress 
three men, Marta rose rapidly and soon replaced 
Eudokia, Peter’s first wife. Baptized Ekaterina Alexeievna 
the Orthodox faith with her stepson godfather, she 
not only became Peter’s lawful wife but was eventually 
crowned Empress. She bore Peter almost dozen 
children only two three whom survived for any 
length time. Peter’s principal undertakings were against 
the Swedes and Turks and against the anciently privileged 
Russian classes who were attempting balk his centraliza. 
tion the imperial power Russia. all these under. 
takings Marta assisted both her calming effect Peter 
and her own prowess. Shrewd, much less ruthles 
than Peter, natural, maternal, and level headed, she 
moved calmly through the crudity and brutality her 
day, her only aim the advancement her 
good. Indeed Mr. Stong paints strong picture her 
virtues that are inclined doubt its verity. 
never permitted morality interfere with Peter’s 
and indeed would have been out tune with the 
realism her character. Oddly enough she was 
ciently attractive, after having been the wife one man 
and the complaisant mistress three others, gain 
marriage with Peter. After his death she gathered power 
into her hands and ruled Russia for several years before 
her own death. 


There seem many faults Mr. Stong’s book. 
though quotes frequently from other sources, yet 
own conclusions when they differ from those other 
are brashly cocksure excite suspicion. Most 
his analyses historical sequences are the common one 
and little added. Marta’s complaisant sexual 
morality accepted normal for her. Objectionable is: 
sentence 71: eccentric ideas Jesus Chris 
had long been submerged one unfortunate 
‘Give unto after one gave unto Caesa 
there was nothing left for God the person”. The 
falsity about Jesuit end and means philosophy 
quoted, pp. 81-82. questionable taste the 
reference the sexuality “popes”, meaning here 
Orthodox clerics. Obviously false the statement 
179, “that there direct injunction Holy 
ture against stealing”. general the whole tone 
book scarcely one inspire confidence its value 
there seems reason for recommending any 
readers. 


* * 


Spillard, William and Pence James. Needle 
stack. Whittlesey. Aug. 1945. 193p. $2.50. 


This Mr. Spillard’s story, told Pence James 
illustrated Brinton Turkle, his experiences 
eral narcotic agent the early days the war 
dope under the newly passed Harrison Narcotics 
regulating the sale and use such drugs morphine 
cocaine and heroin. Mr. Spillard, who tells that 
passed his civil service exam the strength som 
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SEPTEMBER 1945 Trumbull Fenisong Gorman 


but later admits investigational experience, was chosen 
Colonel Nutt one the earliest agents be- 
cause his wide acquaintance with the entertainment 
world. That was 1918 and are given very inter- 
esting summary the highlights ten year career 
that profession. case after case the author illustrates 
the methods used obtaining and peddling dope and all 
the dodges used peddlers and addicts alike. Among 
the methods used revenue agents breaking dope 
peddling rings were careful checking drug supply 
records, the use informers, tapped telephone wires 
and agents posing addicts. Cases that would hold 
court had built and that involved the obtain- 
ing unshakable evidence. Enforcement the Harrison 
Act was strict and results were excellent. The author 
severe his denunciation drug addiction; describes the 
character-weakening effects its use; and extremely 
pessimistic about the possibility permanent cure. Many 
his experiences were exciting and dangerous, nearly all 
disgusting but some had elements humor. should 
stated again that the book develops central theme but 
ismerely collection incidents and anecdotes. Because 
the nature the material would seem suitable for 
adult readers only. 


Trumbull, Holt. Aug. 1945. 
$2.50. 


For more than two years the record war books has been 
incomplete reason the lack any about submarines. 
Now the Navy Department has relented and released 
Silversides (as well Battle Below, reviewed the Aug. 
issue). Perhaps there was some reason for with- 
holding the information although this non-professional 
there seems little tactical adventage the enemy 
tween the boards. prime interest the reader will 
the courage the commander and crew Silversides 
shown their foraging expeditions close Japan. 


There are many human interest stories here which Mr. 
Trumbull tells superbly. There the four-hour appen- 
dectomy operation George Platter (with illustrations), 
sea, the effects depth charges, the sound 
torpedo passing overhead, the case the 
torpedo, and others that will sustain any reader’s interest 
for several hours. There are few instances profanity 
18, 79) that could have been omitted. Otherwise 
can recommended for general reading. 


Crime Club---August Selection 
Fenisong, Ruth. The Lost Caesar. Doubleday, Doran. 


Aug. 1945. 188p. $2.00. 


One dash schizophrenia, plus generous amount 
unAmerican activities, added double portion 


amour—the whole well agitated thirty-two calibre 


the resulting concoction ready for the 
“Lost dal. iginal onl 

ost Caesar” medal. original was worth only 
denarius back Roman times, and the current issue 
worth hardly more than that. 


Scene: New York City. 


neurotic millionaire, his lovely, 
wife, her former song-writing suitor and the 
widowed sister, her shop manager, her assistant 
designer, and, course, Detective Gorse. 


Action: Corinne Ivors’ decision divorce her emotion- 
ally unstable husband jolted the discovery that her 
manager has made place for the latter her business 
firm. the same day, earlier and dilatory suitor 
reappears New York accompanied his sister whose 
need had caused his temporary defection. Under the cir- 
cumstances, does not seem too important that the 
assistant designer’s dingy little dog found 
corridor cabinet. Nor that explanation lacking for the 
presence metal piece box newly purchased 
ornaments. Before the day ends, however, one the 
principals found dead the hotel suite another, and 
third dies the following day. Meanwhile, the “Lost 
Caesar” Detective Gorse’s biggest chip. the final 
chapter, the author tells how the detective with the aid 


the FBI cashed that chip. 
Helen Butler 


Marywood College 


Editorial note: are reprinting this letter from Rev. 
George Higgins relative his review “Time Bomb”, 
Best Aug 87. Father Higgins 
wishes point out that the opinions expressed his 
review are personal and that “no member the staff 
National Catholic Welfare Conference authorized 
speak for that organization his personal 


the Editors, Best Sellers: 


Father Edward Lodge Curran has written protest 
against the review (of Piller’s Time Bomb). his 
letter charges, among other things, the author Time 
Bomb guilty the following inaccuracies: 


page 29, Mr. Piller claims that Father Curran 
Front meeting organized Francis Moran...” Father 
Curran says that this lie. “The Pawtucket meet- 
ing,” Father Curran writes, “was not under the auspices 
the Christian Front and was not organized 
Francis Moran. was patriotic meeting called 
Catholic parishes Pawtucket.” 


page 25, Mr. Piller refers Father Curran 
the editor the magazine, Light. Father Curran 
points out that Light has not been published for over 
three years. 


Father Curran further charges that Mr. Piller’s 
quotation from the former’s pamphlet, “Orthodox 
Americanism” inaccurate and garbled. 


writing apologize you and Father Curran 
for lending support these inaccuracies. would 
appreciate you could find space Best Sellers 
carry this apology, which owe Father Curran strict 
justice. 
Rev. George Higgins, 
Washington, 


Gorman, Herbert. The Wine San Lorenzo. Farrar and 
Rinehart. May 24, 1945. 472p. $3.00. 


Herbert Gorman, journalist, biographer historical 
novelist, uses the setting his latest literary offering 
our war with Mexico the mid-nineteenth century. The 
story revolves about the two Livingston boys, young sons 
American army officer, who are orphaned the 
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war, separated and eventually adopted, the elder, David, 
United States Senator, the younger, Charlie, 
Mexican general. The boys are trained military careers 
and, meeting the field battle junior officers 
opposing armies, recognize each other through mutual 
likeness physique and feature. this first meeting 
they are instinctively drawn each other but great 
the difference their training and strong their national 
loyalties that they are unacceptable each other. 
the war progresses Charlie, Mexican adoption, gradu- 
ally disillusioned result the inertia, corruption and 
intrigue that incapacitate the Mexican army and the Mexi- 
can state. the loss the Mexican cause becomes im- 
minent, the brothers meet again and successfully unite 
their efforts liberate from band guerillas Mexican 
girl whose family and fortunes have long been interest 


Charles. 


Mr. Gorman treats with overwhelming detail the Texan 
and Mexican countrysides, contrasts the leisured move- 
ment civilian life with that army the march 
and the heat battle. The sounds, the smells, the 
blood, the dirt and the agony war are made realistic 
indeed. His military, clerical, aristocratic, 
peasant are interestingly assorted, and clearly and con- 
vincingly drawn. The historic facts which form the 
skeletal structure the novel are true but both sides 
every issue are sympathetically presented for the 
reader’s consideration follows the activities David 
Livingston the American cause and Charlie Liv- 
ingston (alias Juan Diego) that Mexico. Diction 
skillfully adapted setting and theme. The novel reads 
true and will find favor with adult readers who like their 
history served fiction, dressed fine language, and 
lightened romance. 
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